[Myopathy with cerebral white matter abnormality--a case report].
A 45-year-old man noticed mild numbness of the feet at the age of 40 years and difficulty in standing up from squatting position at 43 years. His birth and developmental milestones were normal and the family history was unremarkable. He was alert and intelligent with global IQ of 91. There was mild muscle weakness as well as atrophy in bilateral hips and thighs. The serum creatine kinase level was 542 U/l. On computed tomography, the hamstrings were preferentially involved. The biopsied specimens from the right quadriceps femoris and peroneal muscles showed myogenic changes with evidence of necrotic and regenerating process. Dystrophin, dystrophin-associated glycoproteins and merosin were normally expressed. From the clinical and pathologic findings, he was diagnosed as having myopathy. The electroencephalogram was normal but the P300 latency was prolonged. T2-weighted head magnetic resonance imaging showed diffuse high intensity in the cerebral white matter. Myopathy with cerebral white matter abnormality in adult patients has not yet been reported. Asymptomatic cerebral white matter abnormality should be considered in adult patients with myopathy.